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doubtedly. has awakened people ‘in
every part. of. the country 'to the
tremendous legislative battle  that
has been going on in’ the ‘capitol
The manager of the Western
Union Company in Washington
gave the illuminating information
that the representatives in ' Con-
gress—the members. of the House
—received' 97,265 telegrams oppos-
ing: the Wheeler-Rayburn  bill in
the ‘period of one week while the
battle was hot and heavy in the
House. These telegrams, . for one
week only, cost $58,858, quitc a
sum in itself, but only a smal
part of the total of one million
dollars. The Senate during the
discussion of the lelding company
bill, received 30,000 telegrams - cost-
ing $18,000 during the cight days
of the battle in that wing of the
capitol. So the total number of
telegrams  during the heat of the
Dbattle numbered more than. 127,000,
at a total cost of over $76,000 to
the senders.

This does not include the spas-
modic telegrams and the thou-
sunds of letters that have been
piling up on membei's of Congress
for some months previous to the
real battle. ~If telegrams could
create the panic that was intended,
the. defeat of the hulding company
bill would have been overwhelm-
Ing. * One of the first questions
every experienced member  asks
when he begins to receive scores
of telegrams 1s:  “Who started
this propaganda and what for?”
The use of telegrams has become
s0 persistent and so frequent that
of Congress goon.loses
interest and begins to look upon
telegrams with suspicion, !

In” one town in Pennsylvania,
which is being investigated, it was
found that the messenger boys
for the Western Union were paid
the generous sum of three cents
each for seccuring signatures to
these messages, One of the most
interesting witnesses testified that
he had received the amount of 18
cents for his work; but an agent
of ~the utility company In this
Pennsylvania town, took hundreds
of names from the telephone book
and forged the signatures and now
fuces the law of the state of Penn-
sylvania and also of the United
States for this abuse and mlsrep:
resentation,

Hince ' the money “expended  for
telegrams. is but a small part of
the millijon dollars that has al-
stady been divulged, the guestion
now ' is:  Where wus the bualunce
of the money expended? This, the
investiguting committees are scek-
ing to tind out.

A part ‘of this money  was ex-
pended on & high pllunl publieity
writer, who was receiving $5,000
por month for writing news articles

and. editorinls that appeared in
the newspapers throughout the
country, and also for writing

speechey for members of. Congress
who opposed the Wheeler-Rdyburn

-were oppoded to this bill,

n!wmnt to. protcct the xlght.q at
the ' public:

The Wheeler-Rayburn = bill - I8,
now.-in the hands of the con-
ferees " of the House and Senate.
The Dbill was badly mangled in the
House and fits most vital pro-
visions were ‘eliminated,  but Wwith
these exposures following so quick-
ly, the chances are the .conferces
will be able to restore and main-
tain the ~ Senate provisiohs and
that ‘the House opponents® of the
‘Wheeler-Rayburn bill as originally
drawn, will be forced to :capitulate
in face of public opinion now
thoroughly aroused 'by. . the ex-
posure of the unfair, unscrupulous
and viclous attack.

A number of the members of the
House who were stormed by tele-
grams actuully . thought for - the
time being “that their. constituents
Since
the source of this propaganda is
now known, .it {s anticipated there
will Jbe a general retrcat of the
opponents of the: bill and that it
will yet be accepted by the House
and will become ‘the luw of the
land,

Fortunately lor l’lcnldenb Roose-
velt,” this " battle with the Mholding
company Dbill has disglosed the
tremendous under-cover battle
that has ' been constant against
the New Deal. The T. V. A. bill,
the banking bill, and*the new tax
bill, are just as Dbitterly opposed
by special interests .but thely tac-
tics have been more adroit and
clever, The holding companies
were over confident, over-played
their -hand, and let' “the ~cat out
of the bag" just in time to save
the President's program on utili-
ties,

The California
somewhat shattered

delegation 18
this  week.

 their

s and his millionaite ‘elub«that!
imgpts, under the rafters ~of the
$KY. - There' 'is no more’ célor‘rul
character in Congress than John
Steven McGroarty, ' poet, parson
and philosoplier. 3
‘McGroarty being a sensitive soul
and: one ‘who  loves the peaceful
side of .life, was much disillusioned
and disappointed by the rough and
tumble tactics,: the noise, the con
fusion,, the - perplexities  of  Con-
gress., It is. anp experience that
jafs’ on the peace of mind. and
the: equilibrium of the. individual. |
It is a'pell-mell 11fe, piles of 'mall,
of

worry, with no time’ for relaxation
and the solace that a quiet soul
demands. It's politics from the
time _ you - arisc. until you  drop
back into bed agaln. During the
storm. and stress you frequently
dream through the night of de-
bates: and clashes and political
fireworks. It is a scéne that drdws
the stormy petrel, the roving and
ready debater, the man who s
looking for a verbal fight, and
affords little comfort to those who |
prefer the even. tenor of life,

All |, those who favor old age
pensions. are sitting on the edge
of the scat anxipusly awaiting a
report from the: conferces of the
House and Senate. The so-called
Clark, amendment was tacked on
in the Senate, which provides. that
big corporations may malntain’
their - own annuity system for
workers, President’ Roosevelt
and the House are opposed to this
provision. - In.a recent vote both
the House and Senate stood pat
on thelr conflicting- positions, = If
the conferces cannot iron out this
difference, the soclal security. bill
may Be lost and, along with it the

hope' for old agé ptnsions ut this
seusln!l.
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